Congress of the Mnited States
Washington, A 20515

June 7, 2019

Hon. Elijah Cummings Hon. Jim Jordan

Chair Ranking Member

Committee on Oversight and Reform Committee on Oversight and Reform
2157 Rayburn House Office Building 2105 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Cummings and Ranking Member Jordan,

We write to respectfully request that the Committee on Oversight and Reform hold hearings
investigating the treatment of pregnant migrants seeking asylum in the United States.

We are deeply disturbed by reports that federal immigration and law enforcement agencies are
targeting and mistreating pregnant asylum seekers, and in the process, endangering the lives of
both the women and their children. Rewire. News recently published a wide-ranging investigation
detailing the impact the Trump Administration’s so-called “zero-tolerance™ policy has had on its
treatment of pregnant migrants apprehended at the southern border. Since this policy was
enacted, there has been an increase in prosecutions,' and, according to advocates, when pursuing
prosecution, Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officials, “seem to be choosing pregnant
asylum seekers as their sacrificial lambs.”

Migrants prosecuted under this policy are remanded to U.S. Marshals Service (USMS) custody,
where many pregnant women are reportedly experiencing lapses in prenatal and gynecological
care that endanger both them and their child.? For instance, women were reportedly shackled
when accessing prenatal and postpartum care, which, according to the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, compromises the health care women receive in numerous
ways.* Rewire. News reported that some women were even shackled while giving birth.?
Advocates also report that, immediately after giving birth, women in USMS custody were forced
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to hand their newborns to the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS).®
This is barbaric, and these stories provide additional examples in a long line of ways in which the
Administration has willfully mistreated migrants and separated families in the name of border
security. The officials responsible for these actions should be held accountable, and Congress
should demand that they respond to these horrific reports.

We appreciate that the Committee has initiated an investigation into the Trump Administration’s
family separation policy, and we urge you to include the issue of treatment of pregnant migrants
in the ongoing investigation of the “zero tolerance” immigration policy.

We look forward to working with you on investigating this matter and thank you for your
consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

7 \mmfw

CAROLYN B. MAEONEY k/¢ VERONICA ESCOBAR
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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