
July 25,2005 

' The Honorable George W; Bush 
President 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing to express our concerns with the Iraqi constitution currently being drafted 
by members of a constitutional drafting committee, and our support for provisions that we hope 
will be included to guarantee the rights of Iraqi women. 

As you know, the National Assembly is scheduled to approve a draft constitution by 
August 15,2005, with a national vote by October 15,2005. This constitution will replace the 
Transitional Administrative Law (TAL) which provides for equality of all Iraqis regardless of 
gender and sets the goal of providing Iraqi women with 25% of the seats in the transitional 
assembly. We strongly believe that Iraqi women must have every opportunity to participate in all 
levels of government so that they can ensure that any laws passed by the Iraqi government will 
not take away their rights or relegate them to second-class status. 

It is our understanding that the current draft of the constitution contains provisions, such 
as equal rights for women unless those rights contradict Shari'a law, that would weaken language 
contained in the TAL. Additionally, we understand that the draft would phase out the 25% 
requirement of parliamentary seats that must be held by women. Iraqi women are playing a 
critical role in the W e  of Iraq after the end Saddam Hussein's tyranny. They should not be 
denied their rightful place in society by those who would seek to have the rights of women 
stripped away. 

Therefore, we respectfully request that you do all that you can to demonstrate the United 
States's support for equality for all Iraqis regardless of gender, and help the Iraqi people as they 
continue to establish a new society and government that recognizes the rights of all Iraqi citizens. 
Iraqi women admirably have served in all levels of government including in the National 
Assembly and as Cabinet Ministers as well as the private sector. We must continue to show our 
strong support for Iraqi women as they fight for equality. 

Thank you for your attention in this matter. We look forward to your reply. 

Sincerely, 
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