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Thursday, March 4th, 2010

H.R.4621, the Prevent Deceptive Census Look Alike Mailings Act
Chairman Towns, thank you for bringing this important bill up for markup and thank you to Ranking Member Issa for your cooperation in moving this forward as well as co sponsoring this along with Mr. Chaffetz and thank you to  Congressmen Clay and Lynch for their assistance and support.  As the 2010 Census quickly approaches with 2010 forms hitting mailboxes on March 12th , we must act to ensure a fair and accurate count without disruption or confusion.

 Many may not realize that the Constitutionally-mandated Census is used to determine the distribution of billions of dollars in federal funding into our states and communities in addition to determining the number of Congressional House seats per State.  Participation in the Census is essential to ensuring a brighter tomorrow for our communities and a representative government in Congress.  
It is because of this, we must do everything possible to protect the integrity of the United States Census and ensure that it is both accurate and cost-effective and why the Congress has appropriated hundreds of millions of dollars to the Census Bureau to encourage participation  
Unfortunately, while the U.S. government is working to encourage participation, there are organizations that are causing confusion by sending mailers that resemble official Census documents.  These deceptive mailings include the words “Census Document” and “Official Document” but are instead letters seeking support for other purposes.  

If we allow organizations to send “mock” Census documents or “look-alikes,” we stand to confuse people and risk a lower response rate which ultimately would increase the cost of the entire count.  In fact, every percentage decrease in the mail response rate costs approximately 25 million dollars for the additional expense of sending enumerators to the homes of those who do not respond to the mailing.  After all, when people simply fill out the form and mail it back, it costs the least to the government.
Former Census Director, Dr. Barbara Bryant who served under President George HW Bush, has noted that there are documents that are intentionally made to look like the Census in an effort to deceive.  This is why I introduced HR 4621, the Prevent Deceptive Census Look Alike Mailings Act and why I am grateful that the leadership of this Committee is moving so quickly on the bill.  

HR 4621 would require any mailing with an envelope marked “Census” to clearly indicate the sender and return address.  It would also trigger an existing requirement in federal law to include a disclaimer that the mailing is not from, or affiliated with, the federal government.  The bill would not prohibit the use of the word “Census” on a mailing.  If an organization wants to do a “census” and call it that, that’s fine.  However, the mailer must  be clear that it is NOT the United States Census.

This bill will serve as an important tool in protecting the integrity of census mailings and save the taxpayers money in fulfilling the constitutionally mandated Census by limiting any confusion that a deceptive look-alike mailer could cause.  

I would like to note that Senator Carper has indicated that if the House votes on the bill and sends it over, he will move the bill to the Senate floor.

Chairman Towns, Congressmen Issa, Clay, and Lynch, once again, I thank you and your staff for your swift response to this problem and urge my colleagues to report this bill out of Committee.

Thank you.
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