Statement by Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney --  Israel Day Parade

Today is a celebration of Israel’s 62nd year of existence. Since its founding, Israel has grown into a thriving democracy, an economic powerhouse in the region, a center of scientific, medical and technological innovation, a leader in agriculture, water purification, alternative energy and public health. Israel astounded the world by arriving in Haiti with a high tech, sophisticated field hospital that was able to perform sophisticated procedures and save lives. The only true democracy in the Middle East, Israel is a center of free speech, free press, freedom of association and all the civil rights that Americans hold dear. And this year, Israel became the 32nd member of the Organization for Economic Development and Cooperation (OECD) by unanimous vote of the other members. Acceptance is a mark of member nations’ respect for Israel’s economic progress, and it will help Israel attract foreign investors and develop its markets.

America’s pledge to support Israel’s security received a boost on Thursday when I was proud to join the House in supporting an additional $205 million in funding for Israel, to be used for the Iron Dome rocket defense system – in the hope that these defensive weapons will add a measure of security for residents of Israel under missile attack. It gives Israelis the hope that the missiles can be destroyed before they hit. If the missiles cannot get through, then Israelis will not have to cower in their bunkers and basements and safe rooms. And perhaps their dreams of a lasting, secure peace will become a reality. 

Congratulations to Israel on its 62nd anniversary – Am Yisrael Chai!!

