
July 1 1,2006 

Dr. John Howard, MD 
Director 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
Hubert H. Humphrey Bldg. 
200 Independence Avenue, S W 
Room 715H 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Dear Dr. Howard: 

Since your appointment as the first federal coordinator of 911 1 health issues in 
February, we have been impressed with your commitment to this new assignment. We 
have heard fiom many groups and individuals working on 911 1 health issues regarding 
their meetings with you, and all have reported positive encounters. As we know fiom our 
meeting with you in New York on April 2gth, much work remains to be done before our 
goal of medically monitoring everyone who was exposed to the toxins of Ground Zero 
and treating everyone who is sick is achieved. However, the goals that you have laid out 
are certainly a step in the right direction. 

At the April 28" meeting you indicated that you see your charge as the federal 
coordinator of 911 1 health issues as threefold - coordinating existing federal programs, 
ensuring scientific reporting and identifying unmet needs. We would like to know the 
status of your review in the areas you laid out. 

I. Coordinating Existing Programs 

In the first area that you identified, coordinating existing programs, we want to 
make sure that proper consideration is given to how the newly finded treatment programs 
will be operated and the involvement of federal employees in the monitoring programs. 

With regards to the treatment program, you have informed us that you are 
involved in developing a protocol for treatment. It is our understanding that finding is 
scheduled to be released early this fall. As you consider this protocol and the outlay for 
the finding, we want to ensure that the spend rate and treatment options for this funding 
is based on the needs of eligible patients, rather than a set rate over a specified date range 
or specific prohibition on certain treatments. Spending this funding based on need rather 
than a set rate would be consistent with commitments you have made while testifying 
before the House Government Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Treats and 
International Relations back in February. Additionally, we want to ensure that this 
treatment program will be available nationwide and not just in the New York 
metropolitan area. 
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Another topic heavily discussed at this hearing was the status of medical 
monitoring of federal employees. We would be interested in the progress that has been 
made to reconstitute the medical screening program for current federal employees and 
what has been done to allow former federal employees to participate in medical screening 
andlor monitoring. 

To better understand the status of your work to coordinate existing federal 
programs, we ask a response to the following questions: 

1. What is the projected date for the availability of treatment funding? 
2. What is the decision-making process for determining what medical conditions 

and services will be covered by the treatment program? 
3. Will treatment hnding cover inpatient care? 
4. What will be the governance of the treatment program and how will you 

ensure that the designated labor representatives of the current monitoring 
program continue to have a say in the development and implementation of the 
treatment program? 

5. What plans are being developed to care for patients outside of the New York 
metropolitan area and when will they be up and running? 

6. What progress has been made with the medical screening program for federal 
employees? 

7. What has been done to incorporate federal employees who have left federal 
service into existing medical monitoring programs? 

8. How will all of these programs coordinate with each other so that we have a 
uniform standard for monitoring and treatment? 

9. Are there operational or medical justifications for having separate programs or 
should they be merged? 

11. Ensuring Scientific Reporting 

The second area that you have identified is ensuring scientific reporting. One of 
the first projects you have planned for this is to work with the New York City 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to update guidelines for clinicians on 911 1 
health effects that can be shared with doctors around the country. The purpose of the 
clinical guidelines would be to inform doctors about what to look for and how to treat 
patients who were exposed to the toxins of Ground Zero. It is our understanding that the 
clinical guidelines should be complete and ready for dissemination early this summer. 
Please keep us informed on the status of this project. 

One issue related to the release of the guidelines is the potential involvement of 
the City of New York's law department. It has come to our attention that the city's law 
department may be involved in reviewing the document before it can be released. We 
would be interested to learn if this is consistent with previous health protocols released by 
local health departments. It is important that good science is used to determine both the 
protocols and any causality conclusions. 








