Democrats Fight for a Real Prescription Drug Benefit:

Putting Seniors and People with Disabilities First

Seniors Need a Simple, Affordable, and Reliable Prescription Drug Benefit  

· Democrats are fighting to ensure that seniors and people with disabilities get the simple, affordable, and reliable prescription drug benefit they deserve.

· The first step is to extend the May 15th enrollment deadline so that beneficiaries are not forced to pay a lifetime penalty in the form of higher premiums.  Democrats are working to extend the deadline to December 31st so that individuals have enough time to choose the plan that is best for them.

Bush/Republican Prescription Drug Plan is Flawed
· Costly: Prohibits Medicare from negotiating with drug companies for lower prices – a proven tool used by the Veterans’ Administration to reduce costs.  

· Complex and Confusing:  Dozens of drug plans with widely varying coverage, premiums, deductibles, and co-payments make it difficult to make informed choices.

· Unfair:  Many beneficiaries will be denied payment for their drug costs between $2,250 and $5,100 – known as the “doughnut hole” – but will still have to pay monthly premiums.  

· Unreliable:  Prescription drug plans can change how much they charge for prescriptions at any time and they can also create administrative hurdles that make it burdensome for beneficiaries to access their prescriptions, including additional paperwork or pre-approval requirements.
Democrats Put Seniors and People with Disabilities First

· Affordable:  Reduces the cost of prescriptions by requiring Medicare to negotiate lower prices with drug companies.  Permits the reimportation of safe, less expensive drugs from abroad. Uses savings from these measures to help close the “doughnut hole.”

· Simple:  Allows seniors to choose a plan administered directly by Medicare – guaranteeing access to a simple and secure benefit that will efficiently reduce drug costs and ensure comprehensive coverage.

· Reliable: Stops drug plans from increasing co-payments and creating burdensome administrative hurdles during the year when beneficiaries are not allowed to change plans.  

Republican Cost of Corruption 

· The Bush prescription drug program was written to help pharmaceutical companies, not seniors and people with disabilities.
· Republicans made it illegal for Medicare to negotiate lower drug prices after receiving millions of dollars in campaign contributions from the drug industry.
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