Congress of the United States

Washington, BDEC 20515

July 1, 2004

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush:

On April 24, 2004, the people of Cyprus had the opportunity to speak for themselves and vote on
a United Nations settlement plan. The Greek Cypriots’ rejection of the suggested settlement plan
should not be interpreted as a vote against reunification, but rather, as an important statement by
the people about the ﬁmdamental principles that must be addressed in any viable and workable

settlement.

Many people — including the Greek Cypriots themselves — regret that the plan presented to them
did not allow both communities to respond positively. Criticism and anger, however, will only
further divide the island at precisely the time when the Cypriot people need the support of the
international community to continue on the path toward lasting peace.

Therefore, at this crucial time in Cyprus’ history, we urge you to reflect on the legitimate
concerns that prevented the Greek Cypriots from approving the Annan Plan. The Greek Cypriot
voters have made clear that the suggested settlement plan failed because it did not provide for:

e Guarantees to ensure the complete implementation of commitments under the plan,

e The removal of foreign troops on Cyprus and the elimination of the right of the
guarantor powers to intervene in Cyprus;

e A property recovery system that recognizes the rights and interests of displaced Greek
Cypriots, and a property compensation system that does not force Greek Cypriots to
pay for their own restitution;

e The right of all Cypriots to buy property and to live wherever they choose without
being limited by ethnic quotas; and

e A viable, functional government free of built-in deadlocks and voting restrictions
based on ethnicity.

The Government of Cyprus and the Greek Cypriot community have emphasized that they are
committed to the reunifying Cyprus as a bizonal bicommunal federation with democratic and
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human rights for all Cypriots. We therefore urge you to remain engaged in efforts to resolve the
Cyprus problem, and to work toward a fair and lasting reunification of Cyprus.
Your leadership, with the support of Congress, will be necessary in achieving this goal.

Sincerely yours,
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Conqress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515

July 1, 2004

The Honorable Colin Powell
Secretary of State

Department of State
2201 C Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20520-0001

Dear Secretary Powell:

Thank you for your longstanding commitment and leadership with respect to the re-unification of
Cyprus. Now, more than ever, the support of the United States and the international community
is critically important to resolving the Cyprus problem.

Unfortunately, in the days since the dual referenda on the Annan Plan in Cyprus, many have
heaped criticism on the Greek Cypriot community for failing to accept the United Nations
seitlement plan. Rather than respecting the democratic vote of the Greek Cypriots, many have
accused them of voting against reunification altogether. _ _

We urge you to refrain from joining this chorus of criticism. The referendum was a vote by
Greek Cypriots about the specific terms of the settlement plan put before them. Their rejection
of the plan was a crucial statement about those fundamental principles that must be addressed in
any viable and workable settlement for the island — not a rejection of reunification.

Therefore, at this crucial time in Cyprus’ history, we urge you to reflect on the legitimate
concerns that prevented the Greek Cypriots from approving the Annan Plan. The Greek Cypriot
voters have made clear that the suggested settlement plan failed because it did not provide for:

e Guarantees to ensure the complete implementation of commitments under the plan;

e The removal of foreign troops on Cyprus and the elimination of the right of the
- guarantor powers to intervene in Cyprus;

e A property recovery system that recognizes the rights and interests of displaced Greek
Cypriots, and a property compensation system that does not force Greek Cypriots to
pay for their own restitution;

e The right of all Cypriots to buy property and to live wherever they choose without
being limited by ethnic quotas; and

e A viable, functional government free of built-in deadlocks and voting restrictions
based on ethnicity.
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The Government of Cyprus has emphasized that it remains committed to the reunification of
Cyprus as a bizonal bicommunal federation with democratic and human rights for all Cypriots.
We believe the United States should fully support Cyprus in its efforts to continue on the path
toward settlement. Not only will a sovereign, reunified Cyprus bring peace to a country divided
for thirty years, it would bring greater stability to the region and the larger international
community.

Therefore, we urge you to respect the democratic decision of the Cypriots and to continue to
work toward a fair and lasting reunification of Cyprus. We appreciate your dedication and
attention to helping to make a reunified Cyprus a reality.

Sincerely yours,
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Congress of the United States

Washington, DE 20515

July 1, 2004

The Honorable Kofi Annan
Secretary General

United Nations

Office of the Secretary General
Room S3800 -

New York, New York 10017

Dear Secretary Annan :

We applaud you and Special Advisor Alvaro De Soto for your efforts over the past several years
to facilitate a resolution to the Cyprus problem. Like you, we are disappointed that a
comprehensive settlement could not be reached after the extended negotiations on the Annan
Plan and the recent referenda in Cyprus.

Even as we are disappointed, however, we respect the “no” vote of the Greek Cypriots. We
recognize that the Greek Cypriot community sincerely wants reunification of the island, and that
a rejection of the plan presented to them was a difficult but important statement about those
fundamental principles that must be addressed in any viable and functional settlement plan.

Therefore at this crucial time in Cyprus’ history, we urge you to reflect on the legitimate
concerns that prevented the Greek Cypriots from approving the Annan Plan. The Greek Cypriot
voters have made clear that the suggested settlement plan failed because it did not provide for:

e Guarantees to ensure the complete implementation of commitments under the plan;

e The removal of foreign troops on Cyprus and the ehmmatlon of the right of the
guarantor powers to intervene in Cyprus,

e A property recovery system that recognizes the rights and interests of displaced Greek
Cypriots, and a property compensation system that does not force Greek Cypriots to
pay for their own restitution;

e The right of all Cypriots to buy property and to live wherever théy choose without
being limited by ethnic quotas; and

e A viable, functional government free of built-in deadlocks and voting restrictions
based on ethnicity.

In the days since the referenda, the Government of Cyprus has repeatedly made clear that it
remains committed to the reunification of Cyprus as a bizonal bicommunal federation with
prosperity and human rights for all Cypriots. You know better than anyone that a resolution of
the Cyprus problem demands more than just the commitment of the Government of Cyprus — it
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requires the support of the entire international community. Even more importantly, you have the
power to reengage all concerned parties to work together on a just and workable settlement. For
these reasons, we urge you to reactivate your Good Offices Mission and reengage the
international community in these critical efforts to bring a fair and viable settlement to Cyprus
once and for all.

We thank you for all your perseverance and commitment on this key issue of international
importance.

Sincerely yours,
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1 Carolyn Maloney 44 Mark Kirk

2 Nancy Pelosi 45 Gregory Meeks

3 James McGovern 46 Loretta Sanchez

4 Shelley Berkley 47 | Ed Markey

5 Robert Menendez 48 | John Tierney
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8 Chris Van Hollen 51 Lois Capps
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